



In this issue of APMS, we begin a series of articles that take a fresh 
look at the Church’s mission in the world today, and its implications for 
pastoral ministry and formation. We live in a time marked by 
unprecedented developments in technology, global connectivity, 
information access, socio-economic transformation, and cultural and 
environmental change. Significant shifts with regard to religion are also 
occurring around the world, along with profound new questions raised in 
the domains of ethics, philosophy, and spirituality. Amidst these trends, 
the Church needs to find more effective and relevant ways to witness to the 
Gospel in all realms of life. This often requires a re-thinking about what we 
do, how we do it, and with whom. More fundamentally, it calls for our 
own conversion as the Pilgrim People of God.  
The first article entitled “Toward Effective Mission in Asia Pacific 
Today” offers a summary view of some of the main challenges and 
opportunities for the Church’s mission today, and the consequent 
orientations and competencies required of pastoral workers. This is 
followed by articles that deal specifically with the issues of spirituality, 
ecology, and interreligious dialogue. Each of these offers insightful, 
theologically-grounded, and refreshingly practical views for these crucial 
aspects of the Church’s mission. Their interdisciplinary and contextual 
nature is also notable. 
The above articles are the fruit of a recent initiative at EAPI to 
review and update its formation programs for pastoral workers and its 
service to the Church. Further articles on related topics will be published 
in the forthcoming issues of the journal. Although this review pertained to 
the work of EAPI, its findings and proposals are relevant to the Church as 
a whole, and provide helpful perspectives for the renewal of ecclesial life 
and mission. 
A valuable contribution to this issue is also made by Annie Pan Yi 
Jung, writing on the spirituality of St. Teresa of Avila. The article rightly 
highlights Teresa’s way of interior humility and contemplation directed 
toward God as a much-needed counter to the present over-emphasis on 
human effort and self-absorption, often seen in modern-day spiritualities. 
Similarly, Paul B. Steffen provides a review of the third and final volume of 
a series by Karel A. Steenbrink on the history of Catholics in Indonesia. 
Steffen highlights the refreshing approach of Steenbrink in focusing this 
historical account on the diverse array of protagonists, communities, and 
challenging issues on the ground. This makes it stand out from the 
conventional approach of focusing mainly on the ecclesial hierarchy and 
official institutions. Indeed, these articles offer much food for thought as 
we endeavor to find new paths of mission that can respond more fruitfully 
to the dynamic realities of the world today.
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